
Build a Privacy Wall Using Wine Bottles 

By: Stephanie Stump 

Audience: Those interested in adding a visual element to their garden or home, with some 

general knowledge of power tools and the materials used. 

 

This guide will detail step by step instructions for building a wall using empty wine bottles. 

Building a wall using this medium is not intended to bear weight and is purely decorative for the 

use as a privacy screen or an interesting visual element to the home or garden. Holes will be 

drilled into the bottom of the bottle so that they can be threaded onto lengths of rebar, stacking 

the bottles atop each other, creating columns of wine bottles. The columns will be lined 

horizontally and secured to lumber to create a wall. The instructions here are to construct a wall 

that is specifically 12’ long by 7’ tall but the length of lumber and rebar can be modified to 

construct walls of different dimensions. Please plan accordingly if the length of materials does 

not match your intended project space. The following instructions cover preparing the wine 

bottles, lumber, and rebar prior to construction of the wall and the assembly of the wall itself.  

Materials Tools 

• 225 – 750mL empty wine bottles in various       

colors, cleaned and with all labels removed 

• Cordless drill 

• 36 – 7’ pieces of #4 steel rebar • Wine bottle drilling jig 

• 3 – 12’ 2x4s • 1 Lenox 5/8” Diamond Arbored Hole Saw 

• 36 – ½” one sided pipe wrappers • Saw horses 

• 1 box Deckmate #9 3”decking screws  • Measuring tape 

• 2 – 72”x8”x1 pieces of lumber • Safety glasses 

• Exterior paint color of choice • Respiratory mask 

• 4 cans of high gloss Rustoleum spray paint • 5/8” spade bit 

 • Level 

 • Step ladder 

 

Conditions 

All steps involving painting or drilling should be conducted in a well-ventilated room.  

WARNING: Always wear safety glasses, gloves, and a respiratory mask for protection against 

debris that could cause lacerations or irritation to skin, eyes, or lungs.  

Steps 

1. Drill holes in the wine bottles.  

Insert the 5/8” diamond drill bit into the cordless drill. Place the bottle 

into the jig and drill a hole into the bottom of the wine bottle. The drill 

bit will need to be wet during this step so spray the bottom of the 

bottle with water 3-4 times before beginning. The hole will be large 

enough so that the bottle can slip over the rebar that is ½” in diameter. 

Please see Figure 1. Drill holes into all bottles. 
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2. Prepare the lumber.  

Using the measuring tape and level, find the center of one 2x4 and 

mark a line the length of the entire 2x4. Measure 2 ½” from the end of 

the 2x4 and drill a hole using the 5/8” spade bit. From the first hole, 

measure 4” and drill the next hole. Repeat drilling holes 4” apart until 

you have 36 holes. Once the holes are drilled, place all three 2x4s on 

saw horses and paint. Paint the two 72”x8”x1” pieces of lumber as 

well. Please reference Figure 2. 

Once the paint is dry, affix one of the 2x4s that does not have holes to 

the deck where the wall is to be placed with decking screws (this will be 

the bottom of the wall). After it is in place, lay the 2x4 with holes 

directly on top of the first 2x4 and screw it into place, the screws will go 

through the first 2x4. Install the third 2x4 to the top of the deck (the top 

of the wall), for the rebar to rest against later. 

3. Prepare the rebar. 

To prevent rusting, scrub the rebar of any existing rust using the brass 

brush. Once the rust is removed, set the rebar on saw horses and spray 

paint the rebar with Rustoleum. Let dry completely. Please reference 

Figure 3. 

4. Assemble the wall. 

Place one piece of painted rebar into a hole of the drilled 

2x4. Tilt the rebar forward and pass a wine bottle over the 

rebar so that the bottle is strung onto the rebar like a bead on 

a string. Continue placing bottles on the rebar, alternating 

the orientation of the bottles as desired, until there are 

enough bottles to comprise the height of the wall. Each 

piece of rebar will have approximately 7 bottles strung onto 

it depending on the height of the bottles. Using a step 

ladder, secure the top of the rebar to the 2x4 installed to the 

top of the existing deck with a ½” pipe wrapper (Figure 4). 

Continue building columns of wine bottles until every hole 

in the 2x4 has a piece of rebar with wine bottles strung on it 

(Figure 5). Once all of the bottle columns are in place, 

secure the 72”x8”x1” pieces of lumber, using decking 

screws, over the tops of rebar to complete the wall.  

 

Figure 2: Prepared Lumber 

Figure 3: Prepared Rebar 

Figure 4: Pipe Wrappers 

Figure 5: Bottle Wall Progression 

 


